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Recap From Training 
One

• Adapted from 
https://www.thewellproject.org/hiv-
information/why-language-matters-facing-hiv-
stigma-our-own-words

Stigmatizing Language Destigmatizing Language

HIV-infected person
HIV or AIDS patient, AIDS or HIV carrier

Person living with HIV; PLWH
Never use "infected" when referring to a person

Zero new infections Zero new HIV transmissions

HIV infections HIV transmissions; diagnosed with HIV

Number of infections Number diagnosed with HIV; number of HIV acquisitions

Became infected Contracted or acquired; diagnosed with

Serodiscordant couple Serodifferent, magnetic, or mixed-status couple, couple with two different HIV statuses

Compliant Takes the pill every [how often]

Prostitute or prostitution Sex worker; sale of sexual services; transactional sex

Promiscuous This is a value judgment and should be avoided. Use "multiple partners”.

Unprotected sex

Sex without condoms, PrEP, treatment-as-prevention methods

Condomless sex with PrEP

Condomless sex without PrEP

Condomless sex

Clean, as in "I am clean, are you?" Referring to yourself or others as being "clean" suggests that those living with HIV are dirty. Avoid this term.

A drug that prevents HIV infection A drug that prevents the transmission/acquisition of HIV

Risk/risky

Risky behavior

“Risk” means a lot of things so just say what you mean:

The specific behavior?

Chance of acquiring HIV in the next year?

Chance of individual sex act transmitting HIV?



I Discuss PrEP With Every Client



The Clinic/Health Department/Agency Has A Policy We Discuss PrEP With Every 
Client



I Prioritize Discussing PrEP With Same-Gender Loving Men Over Other 
Populations



I’m More Comfortable Discussing Sexual Health 
Including PrEP With Same-Gender Loving Men



The Health Promotion Items (posters, palm cards, 
flyers, etc.) In The Clinic Represent A Diverse 
Audience, Including Heterosexuals and Black 
Populations



My Role Is 



Why are we still studying individual 
behaviors  when the answer is if  we 
change the systems, we change the 
outcomes—Leisha McKinley-Beach



Systems

• Access to healthcare

• Affordable housing in safe neighborhoods

• Addressing implicit and explicit bias of providers

• Ensuring all populations are informed, educated, and 
aware of biomedical and medical options

• Black Leadership and representation as decision makers 
and influencer for health strategies for Black community

• Healthcare framework must be a human rights and social 
justice framework 

• Dismantling of destructive systems and institutions

• Implementing workable solutions to address root causes of 
social determinants of health, that elevate HIV 
vulnerability and risk.



Bias



Implicit bias:  results from 
the tendency to process 
information based on 
unconscious associations 
and feelings, even when 
these are contrary to one’s 
conscious or declared 
beliefs:

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://byrdnick.com/archives/14137/debiasing-paper-synthese
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


• Implicit Bias impact on PrEP
• Deciding whom to discuss PrEP with

• Assuming who needs PrEP

• Judgement on adherence

• Judgements based on co-morbidities



“Leisha You’re Doing Too Much With The Girls”



What Can You Do?



Marketing



In All Our 
Diversity





What Can You Do?



Cultural Humility





Principles of 
Cultural 
Humility



PrEP In Black 
America



Recommendations

Energize the Black public health workforce to lead the HIV 
prevention response

Energize

Educate Black masses on the science and the effectiveness of 
PrEP

Educate

Support a federally funded national PrEP programSupport



• PrEP In Black America: 
New Orleans - Action 
Network

https://actionnetwork.org/events/prep-in-black-america-new-orleans?clear_id=true
https://actionnetwork.org/events/prep-in-black-america-new-orleans?clear_id=true
https://actionnetwork.org/events/prep-in-black-america-new-orleans?clear_id=true


Black Public Health Academy https://bpha.thinkific.com



How to find me
• leishamckinleybeach@gmail.com

• Leisha@blackpublichealthacademy.com

• www.Leisha.org

• leisha.mckinleybeach/

• LeishaMcKinleyB

• mckinleybeach
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